
PORTAGE COUNTY

MEETING MINUTES

TRAFFIC SAFETY 
COMMISSION

PORTAGE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
LEC TRAINING ROOM

1500 STRONGS AVENUE
STEVENS POINT, WI 54481

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 10:00 AM  

REMOTE ATTENDANCE & COMMENT
To attend this meeting by telephone : dial 1-608-338-1399, after dialing the number you will then be asked to enter in a 
meeting number. Use the following meeting number: 900 317 941, then press #
To attend this meeting by video: please email snowk@co.portage.wi.us no later than February 28th, 2021 to request an 
invite be sent to you.
Due to COVID-19 and the potential risk to members of the public who attend meetings in-person, any person who plans to 
attend the meeting remotely, but wishes to comment on an agenda item can send their comments via email to 
snowk@co.portage.wi.us. The deadline for sending comments by email is 48 hours prior to the start of the meeting. 
Emailed comments will be delivered to committee members at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. Remote comment by 
the public during the meeting will be at the discretion of the Chair.
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CALL TO ORDER 
 

Meeting called to Order at 10:00 am (Ostrowski)
Members Present: N Check, J Ostrowski, D Kontos, J Mueller, R Fox, C Loiselle, J Mulrooney
Members Attending Remotely: L Heineck, R Stertz, D Jankowski
Others Present: Mayor M Wiza, S Beduhn (Remotely), K Norgaard, K Snow, T Levandowski, S Brown, J Wills
Members Absent: B Beaudoin (Excused), D Brugman, C Budzinski (Excused), J Gemza, D Ray, A Haga, C Holman, S Rifleman, J 
Schuler, B Weinert

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Members of the public who wish to address the Committee on specific agenda items must register their request at this time, 
with such comments subject to the reasonable control of the Committee Chair as set forth in Robert's Rules of Order.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

1. Approval of December 1st, 2020 Minutes
   

Motion/Second to approve the December 1st, 2020 Minutes by Ostrowski/Mulrooney.  Motion carried unanimously. 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

14. December 27th, 2020 Crash Review by the Portage County Sheriff's Office (I39 & Hy 66)
   

Crash review presented by Deputy T Levandowski.
Initial 4 vehicle crash on I39 Southbound just south of Hwy 66 occurred at 1:34 pm due to weather conditions. Additional southbound 
traffic spun out into ditch or median with cable barriers as drivers attempted to brake/avoid the initial crash. Blockage and backup on 
interstate resulted in shutdown of southbound lanes. TIM team and Stevens Point Fire department deployed. Broken arrow on all area 
tows to remove vehicles from interstate and staged on ramp way. Cable barriers were an infrastructure factor as snow in median would 
have likely stopped vehicles before they could enter northbound lanes. Deputy called in to have ramp shut down and gate arm 
activated but UWSP squad assisted with blocking access. Probably helped prevent vehicles from circumnavigating gate. 
Commissioner suggested submitting request in to DOT for dynamic messaging signs to be installed along that stretch of corridor as 
road curvature and downhill grade a factor.  Metropolitan area of Stevens Point qualifies but need funding and project to tie into.

Future Crash Review: PSCO will present review of December 30th, 2020 Fatal Crash at Cty Tk A and 2nd Ave in Almond once 
investigation is concluded.  

mailto:snowk@co.portage.wi.us
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REPORTS 
 

2. Status of Highway Construction and Safety Projects/Repair Proposals:

 Wisconsin Department of Transportation
 Portage County Highway Department
 Municipal Projects

   

 Wis DOT (Heineck): 
o Hwy 66/I39 NB off ramp a new signal being installed. Project can start as soon as the snow is gone.
o Hwy 66 from the SB ramps to the airport will get mill and overlay. Expected to start mid summer.
o Bus 51 from Springsville Dam to Tommy’s Turnpike reconstruct. Expected to start spring time.

 Portage Co Highway Deptartment (Check): 
o Hwy G west of Junction City from Hwy M to Hwy P full reconstruction. Daily lane closure notices. Expect to not be 

able to travel through the entire section during construction. Expected from June to Labor Day.
o Hwy DB east of I39 to Cty Tk X will get pulverize and pave. Start after Labor Day to fall.

 Municipal projects:
o City of Stevens Point (Wiza/Beduhn)

 North side street reconstruction including 5th Ave and 1st St with smaller adjacent blocks. Expect detours 
May through most of summer on 1st St from Centerpoint to Portage St due to sewer installation. Project 
expected to start in May and be completed by Thanksgiving. 

 Business 51 reconstruction project Public meetings Tuesday at 5 pm, Thursday at noon and 5pm
 Industrial Park resurfacing project. Expected to start after Memorial Day and finish by Labor Day.

3. County Highway Safety Coordinator Report
   

 Nothing to report.

4. Crash Spot Map

 Portage County Sheriff's Office
 Stevens Point Police Department
 Plover Police Department

   

 See attached Accident Summary Reports for each Agency.  
 PCSO - Hwy 54 fatal accident. Missing Person reported on Dec 28th. Located by passing driver on Dec 30th down in ditch 

with trees and snow on top of vehicle. Unable to determine what caused the crash but was traveling eastbound, crossed 
westbound lane and entered ditch on west side. Alcohol was present in system.

5. Wis DOT Traffic Safety Engineer's Report
   

 Nothing to report.

6. Bureau of Transportation Safety Report
   

 See attachment for full BOTS Report.
 Crash spot map review for 2020 vs 2019. Crashes down due to fewer vehicles on roadways and fewer miles traveled. 

Severity of crashes was up. Attributed to reckless driving and higher speeds. 
 Drug and alcohol related incidents up.
 County's motorcycle accidents for 2020 were up and may delve into possible factors/trends.
 Work Zone related accidents were 17 in 2020 and 24 in 2019.  High compared to similar sized counties.
 Predictive Analytic Hot Spots - 3 in Stevens Point, 2 in Plover.

o New program to use Predictive Analytics with new DOT project to expand the pilot project started by State Patrol. 
Will be approached by DOT to participate in project to reduce crashes and receive resources from DOT.
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 Legislation back in session.  
o Proposal to reduce age for instructional permit to 15yo.
o Collection of alcohol-related proposals including Alcohol-to-Go, Curbside pickup and Delivery.

 J Turn at Hy 54 and Cty Tk U/80th St Review:
o Reduced overall number of crashes and eliminated all injury crashes.

DISCUSSION 
 

7. Traffic Safety Legislation
   

 WCHA possibly drafting a Work Zone Safety Bill that would include Flagger's Bill of Rights to call in driving violations (similar 
school bus drivers), requiring up to half hour or hour of work zone driver's education and automated speed enforcement.

 Requesting statute be changed to allow green lights for strobes on municipal vehicles and limiting green lights to municipal 
vehicles only.

8. Emergency Medical Services Operations
   

9. Traffic Incident Management Operations
   

 1 deployment in December 2020.   
 New program manager Mike Jungbluth.

10. Upcoming Traffic Safety Training Opportunities
   

11. Public Education Programs and Opportunities
   

12. Traffic Safety Grants Update
   

13. Location of Traffic Hazards and Recommended Improvements

 Signage Improvements at Cty Tk K and Riley Rd by County Engineering

   

DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION 
 

15. Discussion/Possible Action Re: Regarding Special Meeting Attendance (Portage County Ordinance 3.1.47 & 3.1.48)

 Request for special meeting attendance
 Approval of attendance of special meetings
 Special meeting attendance reports

   

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

NEXT MEETING DATE: June 1st, 2021 at 10:00 AM, Portage County Law Enforcement Center Training Room
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion/Second to adjourn by Ostrowski/Mueller at 10:52 am.  Motion carried unanimously.

NOTICES
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Notice: Any person who has special needs and plans on attending this meeting in-person or remotely should contact the Facilities 
Office at 715-346-1598 as soon as possible to ensure that reasonable accommodations can be made. 

Notice: A quorum of the Portage County Board of Supervisors, or any committee thereof, may be present at this meeting.



1/26/2021 Page 1 of 1Portage County Sheriff's Office

Traffic Accident Summary Report

10/1/2020 12/31/2020For To

11:43:47AM

Total Accidents 173

Reportable Accidents

Non-Reportable Accidents

Private Property Accidents

Public Highway Accidents

Personal Injury Accidents

Property Damage Accidents

Fatal Accidents

Hit and Run Accidents

Hit and Run - Personal Injury

Hit and Run - Property Damage

Number of Persons Injured

Number of Persons Killed

Number of Vehicles in Accidents Involving Alcohol

Accidents on Public Highway (Intersection)

Accidents on Public Highway (Non-Intersection)

Accidents in Parking Lot

Accidents on Private Property or Road

167

6

0

0

25

22

2

12

2

3

33

2

0

0

0

0

10



3/5/2021 Page 1 of 1Stevens Point Police Department

Traffic Accident Summary Report

10/1/2020 12/31/2020For To

 8:30:44AM

Total Accidents 102

Reportable Accidents

Non-Reportable Accidents

Private Property Accidents

Public Highway Accidents

Personal Injury Accidents

Property Damage Accidents

Fatal Accidents

Hit and Run Accidents

Hit and Run - Personal Injury

Hit and Run - Property Damage

Number of Persons Injured

Number of Persons Killed

Number of Vehicles in Accidents Involving Alcohol

Accidents on Public Highway (Intersection)

Accidents on Public Highway (Non-Intersection)

Accidents in Parking Lot

Accidents on Private Property or Road

101

1

16

11

0

15

0

0

22

0

4



3/5/2021 Page 1 of 1Village of Plover Police Department

Traffic Accident Summary Report

10/1/2020 12/31/2020For To

 8:33:15AM

Total Accidents 52

Reportable Accidents

Non-Reportable Accidents

Private Property Accidents

Public Highway Accidents

Personal Injury Accidents

Property Damage Accidents

Fatal Accidents

Hit and Run Accidents

Hit and Run - Personal Injury

Hit and Run - Property Damage

Number of Persons Injured

Number of Persons Killed

Number of Vehicles in Accidents Involving Alcohol

Accidents on Public Highway (Intersection)

Accidents on Public Highway (Non-Intersection)

Accidents in Parking Lot

Accidents on Private Property or Road

52

0

0

0

5

9

0

9

1

3

7

0

0

0

0

0

2
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2020 County Spot Map
Total Crashes = 1182 [1626]

• Fatalities (K) = 4 [3] (5 Year Ave. = 4)        Preliminary CY 2020
• Injuries (ABC) = 307 [383]    [ CY 2019]

https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/search/BasicSearch.do



1Q Fatalities
1/1/2020 – 3/31/2020

2Q Fatalities
4/1/2020 – 6/30/2020

3Q Fatalities
7/1/2020 – 9/30/2020

4Q Fatalities
10/1/2020 – 12/31/2020

County Fatal Crashes
Preliminary CY 2020

https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/search/BasicSearch.do



Statewide
Crash Statistics

Preliminary CY 2020
[CY 2019]

Total Crashes = 114,485 [145,288]
Fatalities = 601 [551]
Injuries = 32,315 [29,723]

Five Year Statewide Fatality 
Average = 581



YTD Bicycle/Pedestrian

Preliminary CY 2020

https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/search/BasicSearch.do

2020 2019

Crashes Fatalities Injuries Crashes Fatalities Injuries

County
Bicycle

4 0 4 10 0 10

County
Pedestrian

2 0 2 5 0 3

State
Bicycle

619 13 555 759 14 693

State
Pedestrian

1133 53 1117 1460 53 1435



2020 Drug and/or
Alcohol

Preliminary Data 

https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/search/BasicSearch.do

2020 2019

Crashes Fatalities Injuries Crashes Fatalities Injuries

County 85 3 48 73 0 26

State 7240 213 3838 6938 168 3507



Drug and/or Alcohol
Reporting

• Alcohol/drug results are only
triggered by use of the “Suspected” 
use boxes.

• DT4000 needs to be amended upon 
receiving toxicology results, and 
possibly twice (drugs and alcohol.)



Motorcycle

Preliminary 2020

https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/search/BasicSearch.do

2020 2019

Crashes Fatalities Injuries Crashes Fatalities Injuries

County 24 1 28 15 0 23

State 2099 116 1877 1806 84 1612



Work Zone Related

Preliminary 2020

https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/search/BasicSearch.do

2020 2019

Crashes Fatalities Injuries Crashes Fatalities Injuries

County 17 0 3 24 0 7

State 1804 17 662 2489 17 899



Predictive Analytics
Top county high crash probability 
locations based on previous five years worth of (KAB) crash data.

https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/advanced/HeatMap.do



Crashes Mapped
County Crashes = 99.5% [99.6%]
Statewide Crashes = 98.4% [98.4%] Preliminary 2020

[CY 2019]

https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/search/BasicSearch.do

TLT is Key!



Mobilizations
(High Visibility Enforcement)

2021
Click-It or Ticket
• May 24 – Jun 6

Drive Sober
• Aug 20 – Sep 6
• Dec 17 – Jan 1 (2022)



NHTSA Outreach Plan 2021



Legislative Updates

• Legislature is now back in session.
• All current traffic safety proposals will updated weekly.  
• Latest Legislative Update can be found on the Resources Tab of 

Community Maps.



Badger TraCS Reminder

• TraCS migration from Access to SQL by December 2021
• All computers must run a 64 bit version of Windows
• Agencies have three options:

1. Move to their own SQL server
2. Join with another agency
3. Join the Badger TraCS hosted environment

• Four year user agreement (through 12/31/2024)
• No cost to LEAs
• Many maintenance and functional advantages
• If interested, send an email to 

BadgerTraCSHosted@dot.wi.gov



Upcoming Events

46th Governor’s Conference on Highway Safety

• Virtual; August 17-19, 2021
• Morning Sessions Only.  Workgroups in the afternoon.
• Theme: Strategies Towards ZERO



Updated ZIW Website

www.ZeroInWisconsin.gov



J-Turn Follow-up
STH 54 at CTH U/80th Street

https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/search/BasicSearch.do



J-Turn Follow-up
STH 54 at CTH U/80th Street

https://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/partners/community-maps/crash/search/BasicSearch.do

Dates Total 
Crashes

Fatal 
Crashes

Injury Crashes

A B C None

January 6, 2011 to
June 6, 2016 13 2 3 1 7

June 6, 2016 to
September 1, 2016 J-Turn Under Construction

September 1, 2016 to
March 1, 2021 9 9



Our Team 

Specialized Data Analysis Requests: 
CrashDataAnalysis@dot.wi.gov



If I Can Help… 

Dan Kontos
Law Enforcement Liaison

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Bureau of Transportation Safety/Wisconsin State Patrol

IncidentResponseLLC@gmail.com
(715) 498-6762

Stay Safe
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